Name______________________

Sonnets
Notes
The Italian sonnet (Petrarchan)

Contains fourteen lines divided into two stanzas. One stanza is eight lines called an octave and the other is six lines are called a sestet.

The rhyme scheme is ABBAABBA, CDECDE  or ABBAABBA, CDCDCD, or ABBAABBA, CDDCCD, or ABBAABBA, CDDCDC.
The first eight lines express the theme.

The last six lines comment on the theme.

The conflict is presented in the octave and resolved in the sestet.

The English sonnet (Shakespearean)

Contains fourteen lines divided into three 4 line stanzas called quatrains and one 2 line stanza called a couplet.

The rhyme scheme is ABAB, CDCD, EFEF, GG

In each stanza a question is raised.

The couplet draws a conclusion or presents a solution to the problems outlined in the poem.

The Spenserian sonnet

Contains fourteen lines divided into three 4 line stanzas called quatrains and one 2 line stanza called a couplet.

The rhyme scheme is ABAB, BCBC, CDCD, EE

The conflict appears in the quatrains and the resolution appears in the couplet.
Directions: Read both sonnets. Then select the sonnet that you like best and complete the activity that follows it. 
The Thrush's Nest - by John Glare
Within a thick and spreading hawthorn bush, 
_____

[image: image1.wmf]That overhung a mole-hill large and round, 
_____

I heard from morn to morn a merry thrush 

_____

Sing hymns to sunrise, and I drank the sound 
_____

With joy; and, often an intruding guest, 

_____

I watched her secret toils from day to day-  
_____

How true she warped the moss to form a nest, 
_____

And modeled it within with wood and clay; 
_____

And by and by, like heath-bells gilt with dew, 
_____

There lay her shining eggs, as bright as flowers, 
_____

lnk-spotted over shells of greeny blue; 

_____

And there I witnessed, in the sunny hours 

_____

A brood of nature's ministrels chirp and fly, 
_____

Glad as that sunshine and the laughing sky.
_____
1.  Number the lines of the sonnet.

2.  Draw in brackets to separate quatrains/sestet/couplets. 
3. Use scansion to complete the sonnet documentation form. (Divide the words into their syllables an label the rhyme scheme)
4. What meter is used in this poem? _________________________________________________________________

5.  Which type of sonnet is this? _____________________________________________________________________
6.  Circle the beginning consonants of words which show alliteration.

7.  Highlight two similes and tell what is being compared

a. _________________________________________________________________________________________
b. _________________________________________________________________________________________
8.  Highlight the metaphor in a different color and tell what is being compared

      _____________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  Who is the "intruding guest?" ____________________________________________________________________
10.  Who are "nature's ministrels?" ___________________________________________________________________
11.  List three phrases that describe the eggs: __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Why does the thrush toil secretly? __________________________________________________________________
      _______________________________________________________________________________________________

lmmalee - by Christina Rossetti

I gather thyme upon the sunny hills,

_____
And its pure fragrance ever gladdens me,

_____

[image: image2.wmf]And in my mind having tranquility


_____

I smile to see how my green basket fills.

_____
And by clear streams I gather daffodils;

_____

And in dim woods find out the cherry-tree,

_____

And take its fruit and the wild strawberry

_____

And nuts and honey; and live free from ills.

_____

I dwell on the green earth, 'neath the blue sky,
_____

Birds are my friends, and leaves my rustling roof:
_____

The deer are not afraid of me, and I

_____

Hear the wild goat, and hail its hastening hoof;
_____

The squirrels sit perked as I pass them by,

_____

And even the watchful hare stands not aloof.
_____

1.  Number the lines of the sonnet.

2.  Draw in brackets to separate quatrains/sestet/couplets. 
3.  Complete the sonnet documentation form.  (Divide the words into their syllables an label the rhyme scheme)
4.  What meter is used in this poem? ___________________________________________________________________

5.  Which type of sonnet is this? _______________________________________________________________________
6. Circle the beginning consonants of words which show alliteration.

7. Highlight two metaphors and tell what is being compared

a. ___________________________________________________________________________________________
b. ___________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Highlight the adjectives in a different color and list them.

     _______________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What is the "mood" of this sonnet? __________________________________________________________________
10. What is the "theme" of the poem? __________________________________________________________________
11. List two examples of parallel structures in this sonnet (Parallel structure means using the same pattern of words to show that two or more ideas have the same level of importance. This can happen at the word, phrase, or clause level.):

a. __________________________________________________________________________________________
b. __________________________________________________________________________________________
12. Who are Immalee's friends and how do you know they are?

    ___________________________________________________________________________________________
    ___________________________________________________________________________________________
