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Grammar Practice: Brackets and Ellipses
Rules for Brackets

Brackets are used to enclose a word or phrase added or changed by a writer to the words of another writer. 
While the goal of using brackets is to clarify the sentence or to make the sentence grammatically correct, the original meaning of the quote must remain the same.  If any words are added to a quotation in order to explain who or what the quotation refers to, use brackets to distinguish your addition from the original source.
Example:

The literary critic John Strauss asserts that "he [Young Goodman Brown] is portrayed as self-righteous and disillusioned." Brackets are used here because there is no way of knowing who "he" is unless you add that information.

Brackets are also used to change the grammatical structure of a quotation so that it fits into your sentence.

Example:

Strauss also argues that Hawthorne "present[s] Young Goodman Brown in an ambivalent light." Brackets are used here to add the "s" to the verb "present" because otherwise the sentence would not be grammatically correct.

Use brackets to enclose an explanation within quoted or parenthetical material 

Example:  (See page 15 [Graph 1A] for a time line.)

The Latin expression sic (meaning “thus”) is sometimes enclosed in brackets to show that the author of the quoted material has misspelled or mispronounced a word or phrase. 
Example: Michaelson, citing Dorothy’s signature line from The Wizard of Oz, wrote “Theirs [sic] no place like home.”
Brackets Practice
Directions: Choose three quotes from Ender’s Game that you feel that you could re-write using brackets. Write down the quote as it appears in the story (you may not use the ellipses to shorten the quote) and then re-write the quote using a bracket rule listed above. Lastly, explain why you re-wrote the quote the way you did.  Each quote must be cited correctly.
1)

Quote in original format _____________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Quote utilizing bracket _____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Explanation _____________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)

Quote in original format _____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Quote utilizing bracket _____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation _____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3)

Quote in original format _____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Quote utilizing bracket _____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation _____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Rules for Ellipses

Whenever you want to leave out material from within a quotation, you need to use an ellipsis, which is a series of three periods. 
There are a few things to remember when using ellipses:

1. Be sure that you don’t fundamentally change the meaning of the quotation by omitting material.

Example:

 “The Writing Center is located on the UNC campus and serves the entire UNC community.”

 “The Writing Center . . . serves the entire UNC community.”

The reader’s understanding of the Writing Center’s mission to serve the UNC community is not affected by omitting the information about its location.

2. Do not use ellipses at the beginning or ending of quotations, unless it’s important for the reader to know that the quotation was truncated.

Example: 
In the two examples below, the ellipsis is NOT necessary.  It would be better to leave it out.

 “The Writing Center is located on the UNC campus . . .”

 The Writing Center ” . . . serves the entire UNC community.”

3.  If you do have an ellipsis at the end of a sentence there should be four periods.  The fourth period is the period that ends the sentence.
Example:
He said, "Early to bed and early to rise makes a man healthy . . . ." 
4. Use punctuation marks in combination with ellipses when removing material from the end of sentences or clauses.

Example:
If you take material from the end of a sentence, keep the period in as usual.

 Original – “The boys ran to school, forgetting their lunches and books. Even though they were out of breath, they made it on time.”

 With an ellipsis – “The boys ran to school. . . . Even though they were out of breath, they made it on time.”

Example:

If you excerpt material at the end of a clause that ends in a comma, keep the comma.

Original –  “The red car came to a screeching halt that was heard by nearby pedestrians, but no one was hurt.”

 With an ellipsis – “The red car came to a screeching halt . . . , but no one was hurt.”
Ellipses Practice
Directions: Choose three descriptive quotes from Ender’s Game  that you feel you could re-write using ellipses. Write down the quote as it appears in the novel (make sure you provide the proper citation for each quote), and then re-write the quote using an ellipsis rule listed above. 

1)

Quote in original format _____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Quote using ellipsis _____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

2)

Quote in original format _____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Quote using ellipsis _____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3)

Quote in original format _____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Quote using ellipsis _____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

