Grammar Definitions to Know

Phrase
a group of related words that does not have a subject and a predicate



EX:  Suddenly breaking into a run, she was able to catch me



Prepositional phrase includes a preposition, the object of the 

preposition, and any modifiers of that object.

The noun or pronoun in a prepositional phrase is called the object of 

the preposition.

A prepositional phrase that modifies a noun or pronoun is called an 

adjective phrase.

A prepositional phrase that modifies a verb, an adjective, or an adverb is called an adverb phrase.

Clause
a group of related words containing a subject and a predicate



EX:  All who needed safety goggles were sent to the storeroom.

Verbals and Verbal Phrases:

Participle
a verb form that can be used as an adjective.



Present participles end in -ing. Past participles usually end in -d or -ed



EX:  
We saw the raccoon escaping through the back door.




Waxed floors can be dangerously slippery.



Participial phrase is used as an adjective and consists of a participle 

and any complements or modifiers the participle has. 
Dependent Clause
a group of words with a subject and a verb, but they





can’t make sense alone. Usually begins with a 

subordinate conjunction 





EX:  
Although the water was cold, we decided to go






swimming.

Four Types of Sentences:

Simple
contains only one independent clause (may have many phrases attached)


EX:  I went straight home after school.


        I got in the car and buckled my seat belt.


        Sue and I went to the store yesterday.

Compound
contains two or more independent clauses (usually joined


with a coordinate conjunction)


EX:  He led the way, and we slowly followed.

Complex
consists of one dependent clause and one independent clause 

EX:  We walked through the door just as the tardy bell 

         rang.

Compound-Complex
consists of two or more independent clauses and at least one dependent clause


 EX:  I like to go shopping, so when I run out of cash, I

         have to use my credit cards.

