CAPITALIZATION REVIEW

1. 
Capitalize the first word of a sentence or line of poetry

The candidates are Frank Lester and Jennifer Smith.
2. 
Capitalize proper nouns, titles accompanying them, and 

    
adjectives formed from them.

· People’s names – Clark, Tom, Chris

· Titles – Mr. Smith, Count Dracula, King Louis

· Title used in place of a name – Dad, Mom, Uncle

· Title denoting a family relationship is never capitalized when it follows an article (a, an, the) or a possessive 


pronoun

Capitalize
Do not capitalize
Grandma
my grandmother

Private Hargrove
Mr. Hargrove, an army private

Queen Elizabeth
a popular queen

Senator John Glenn
John Glenn, the senator

Uncle Harry
my uncle

General Patton
a four-star general
· ALWAYS capitalize President when you are talking about the President of the United States, but not when you are talking about the president of a company
· Title or abbreviations of academic degrees are always capitalized, even whey they follow a name – Examples: 

Perry Mason, Attorney at Law

Benjamin Spock, M.D.

· Titles that indicate high-ranking positions may be capitalized when they are used alone or when they follow a name – Examples:

the Secretary of Defense

the Speaker of the House

George Bush, President of the United States

3. Capitalize names of particular structures, special events, 


monuments, vehicles, and so on.
· Names of ships – Titanic, SS Iowa
· Names of aircraft – shuttle Discovery, Air Force One
· Names of trains – Orient Express
· Names of structures – Brooklyn Bridge, Eiffel Tower

· Names of events – World Series, Superbowl

· Names of buildings – Taj Mahal, Buckingham Palace
· Names of places – Mount Rushmore, Lake Tahoe

· NOTE: When a common noun such as bridge, river or lake is part of a proper noun, it, too, is capitalized.  DO NOT, however, capitalize such words when they complete the names of more than one thing (as in Harris 

       and Fort Bend counties).

4. Capitalize places, geographical regions, and directions

· Fiji Islands

· Walden Pond

· Budapest

· Straits of Magellan
· Western Hemisphere

· Points of a compass when they denote a particular geographical region, but NOT designations of directions

· Midwest, Middle East

· Turn west at the corner

5. Days of the week, months of the year, and holidays

· Saturday, January
· Fourth of July, Valentine’s Day
· Ash Wednesday, Labor Day, Rosh Hashanah

6. Historical periods, events, and documents; names of legal 


cases and awards
· Battle of Gettysburg

· Treaty of Versailles

· Brown v. Board of Education

· Industrial Revolution
· Walk Across America
· Middle Ages
· Nobel Peace Prize
· Heisman Trophy
7. Philosophic, literary, and artistic movements

· Naturalism

· Romanticism

· Expressionism
8. Races, ethnic groups, nationalities, and languages

· African-American, Hispanic, Asian, Caucasian
· Spanish, French, German, Chinese
· Indian, Native American, Dutch, Turkish
· Texans, New Yorkers
9. Religions and their followers; sacred books and figures
· Muslims, Jews, Baptists, Catholics

· Islam, Judaism, Christian

· Talmud, Koran, Bible

·  Messiah, Buddha, God, Allah

· Virgin Mary, Christ, Muhammed, Abraham
· Messiah, Lord, Scriptures

· Ramadan, Yom Kippur, Good Friday, Easter, the Bhagavad-Gita

· goddess Hera, god Zeus

10.  Political, social, athletic, civic, and other groups and 


 their members
· Houston Astros, Houston Texans, Katy Copperheads
· Democratic Party, Republican Party
· International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
· National Organization of Women

· National Council of Teachers of English

· The Who, The Fray, Rolling Stones, Fall Out Boy

11. 
Trade names and words formed from them
· Pontiac, Chevrolet, Toyota, Mercedes

· Camaro, F-150, Corvette

· Kleenex, Coke, Pampers, Folgers

· Xeroxing

12. 
Specific academic courses

· English 101

· Algebra I, Algebra II

· DO NOT capitalize a general subject area unless it is the 

       name of a language – English, Spanish, etc. 

13.
Business; government agencies; and medical, 

educational, and other institutions
· Congress

· Cinco Ranch High School

· Environmental Protection Agency

· University of Houston, Rice University
14.
Adjectives formed from proper nouns
· Freudian slip

· Platonic ideal

· European economics

· Elizabethan era

· Shakespearean society

15.
Capitalize important words in titles

· In general, all words in a title of books, articles, essays, films, and the like—including your own papers—are capitalized, with the exception of articles (a, an, the), prepositions, conjunctions, and the to in infinitives.  If an article, preposition, or conjunction is the first or last word in the title, however, it too is capitalized.
· “Dover Beach”

· Declaration of Independence

· Of Mice and Men
16. 
Capitalize the pronoun I and the interjection O

· Even if the pronoun I is part of a contraction (I’m, I’ll, I’ve), it is always capitalized.  

· The interjection O is always capitalized; the interjection oh is only capitalized when it begins a sentence. 

· Many other single letters are also capitalized in certain usages

· O Lord, U-boat, Model T, Vitamin B, C Major, D-Day,    

       an A in English
17.
Capitalize salutations and closings of letters – in the 
       closing, only capitalize the first word

· Dear Mr. Reynolds:

· Dear Fred,

· Sincerely,

· Very truly yours,

18.
Editing misused and overused capitals

· Do not capitalize names of seasons

· Do not capitalize names of centuries or general historical periods

· Do not capitalize names of diseases or medical tests or conditions unless a proper noun is part of the name or unless the disease is an acronym (polio, Apgar test, 
       Reye’s syndrome, mumps, AIDS, SIDS

19. Capitalize businesses and the brand names of products, 

but DO NOT capitalize a common noun that follows a 

brand name

· Sears, Roebuck and Co.

· J. C. Penneys

· Katy Mills Mall

· Ivory soap, Craftsman lawn mower

20. Capitalize the names of planets, stars, constellations, and 
     
other heavenly bodies

· The word earth is not capitalized unless it is used along with the names of other heavenly bodies that are capitalized.  

· The words sun and moon generally not capitalized

· Mercury, the Pleiades, Ursa Major, earth and the moon

